
1226 No請h Carolina Ave NE

Washington, D.C. 20002

Edward Gri蹄n

202.36l.5246

February 25, 2018

Board of Zonmg A句ustment

Goverrment of the District of Columbia

VIA EFILE

MOTION TO STRIKE APPEARANCE OF UNLICENSED “ArTORNEY” MS.

DENISE PATTON PITTS

Re‥　EncIosure ofdeck area on existing 3 story Family Dwelling

Location: 1226 North Carolina Ave NE

Square: 1012 Lot: 0122

Zone: RF-1

DCRA Building Pemit: B1612441

DCRA ZA Case: FY17-39_Z

BZAApp. No. 19593

Dear Board of Zonmg A郎ustment,
●

I am wTiting to infom you that Ms. Denise Patton P誼s is not an attomey

licensed to practice in the District of Columbia, and I request that her appearance be

struck in this matter, and that she be admonished not to attempt to practice law in the

District of Colunbia without a license. As the attached email from the D.C. Bar

COnfims, Ms. P誼s is not licensed to practice law in血e District ofColumbia. Ex血bit l.

The law ofthe District of Columbia requlreS that an attomey be licensed to

PraCtice in the District of Columbia. DC Court ofAppeals Rule 49. Rule 49(a) states

that “No person sha11 engage in the practice of law in the District of Columbia or in紬y

mamer hold out as authorized or compete調to practice law in the Dis血ct of Columbia
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unless enrolled as an active member of傭1e District of Colunbia Bar, eXCePt aS

Othenvise pemitted by these Rules. ”

Rule 49(b)(2) defines practice of law; W血ch:

償means the provision of professional legal advice or services where there

is a clie請relationship oftrust or reliance・ One lS PreSumed to be practicing

1aw when engagmg m any Of the followmg COnduct on behalf of another:
●　　　　　　　　　●　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　●

(A) Preparing狐y legal docunent, including any deeds, mOftgages,

asslgnme請S, discharges, 1eases, truSt instrume鵬S Or any Other instruments

血ended to a節制血erests in real or personal property, wi11, COdicils,

instruments intended to a節制the disposition of property of decede請S’

estates, Other instruments血ended to a能加Or SeCure legal rig鵬s, and

COntraCtS eXCePt rO巾ine agreements incidental to a regular course of

business;

(B) Preparing or expressing legal opinions;

(C) AI)neari唯Or aCti唯aS an a請Omey in anv tribuna賞;. ‥,,

Emphasis added.

This Board is a tribunal as defined in Rule 49(b)(2)(C). By appearing before

this Board as an alleged attomey; Ms・ Pi請S is engagmg in the unauthorized practice of

law in violation ofthe law Indeed, I have con宜med with Mr. Charles Davant, IV; Esq.,

Chair, Corm鵬e on Unauthorized Practice of LaW D.C. Court ofAppeals that the

Board of Zonmg A句ustment of the District of Columbia constitutes at一一tribunal" within
●

the co調ext of Rule 49(b)(2)(C).

Why should this Board pro血bit unlicensed attomey’s from appearmg before the

Board as alleged attomeys?
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First, it is the rule of law・ The rules for practicing law in the District of

Colunbia are prescribed by the judiciary」the D.C. Court of Appeals. This Tribunal

Should not a11ow participams to break the law or facilitate the breaking of the law.

Second, the purpose ofthe Rule is sound. The Court’s Rule 49 commentary describes

the pu岬ose ofthe R山e as:

(1) To protect members ofthe putlic from persons who are not qualified by

COmPetenCe Or宜血ess to provide professional legal advice or services;

(2) To ensure that any person who purpcuts or holds out to perfem the
Services of a lavyer lS Su勘ect to the disciplinary system of血e District of

Columbia Bar;

(3) To maintain血e e能cacy and integrity of the administration ofjustice

and the system of regulation of practicing lawyers; and

(4) To ensure血at血at血at system and o血er activities ofthe Bar are

appropriately supported financia11y by those exercISmg the privilege of

membership in the District of Columbia Bar.

Moreover, an attOmey lS nOt a mere “rePreSentative”, is a licensed and regulated

professional狐d must be a member ofthe bar to practice in the District. Certainly; this

Board has a liberal practice of allowing party’s to be represented by “representatives.”

An attomey亘owever, 1S nOt merely a “representative.” An attomey lS a licensed
●　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　●

PrOfessional and is responsible for血owmg andわiding by the law Perhaps most

importantly; a licensed attomey lS Su勘eCt tO the disciplinary system of the District of
●

Columbia Bar and maintai血ng the ethical standards required such as the duty of truth

and candor to a tribunal, and can be disciplined for conduct such as fraud,細se

representations or harassment.
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Indeed, there is a certain presumption that a珊ng or representation made by a

licensed attomey lS COmPliant with the rules or at least non-frivoIous. There is no such
●

PreSum函On With a person who細sely holds herselfo巾as an attomey when she is not

One. In fact’the opposite is true’Since we must assune血at ifsomeone lS gOmg tO

make細se representations about their qunl脆cations to this Board, then they are likely

to make other細se representations as has happened in this case・ Indeed, Ms. P距s, aS

an unlicensed and unregulated “a請Omey;” has now餌ed repeated frivoIous, inaccurate

and sanctionable motions in this matter.

T血s Board should make clear that it will not allow unlicensed attomeys to appear

before it in violation ofthe law ofthe Dis宙ct ofColunbia. Ms. Pi請S is not licensed to

PraCtice law in the District of Colunbia, and therefore her appearance in血is matter

must be struck and she should be admonished not to attempt to appear before the Board

until, and i葺she is properly licensed.

Edward Gri能n

Certificate of Service

I hereby ce正fy under penalty of pe寄ury that I served a copy this stateme請on

Ms. Charlene Patton, t血ough her attomey; Denise Pi請S, Law O能ces of Robert Weed,

300 Garrisonville Road, Suite 201, Sta餓)rd, VA 22554, Via US mail.


